The Italian national telemedicine programme.
The Italian national telemedicine programme included a broad range of research projects, but they all served the common purpose of bringing about improvements in health-care management and performance. The programme consisted of seven projects, each of which had specific research and training objectives, and a three-year duration. The systems developed in the course of the programme were not experimental prototypes:they were intended to be pre-commercial systems. The functional and clinical merits of the products and systems developed were evaluated, and their costs and benefits measured with reference to those already in use. The seven projects were completed in 1999. The Italian Ministry of Universities, Research and Technology granted research funds totalling 50,000,000 Euros for the whole programme. While the results of the research were promising, successful projects alone are not sufficient to reduce costs in health-care. Indeed, far more money can be saved simply by encouraging the uptake on a larger scale of many technologies and practices that already exist.